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ong ago as the summer of 1913 the Archduke had been
;ondemned to death at a meeting of pseudo-Masons in
Toulouse ; that Tankositch was a prominent officer of
the Grand Orient ; that in planning the murder he
unlisted the help of the regicide, Colonel Dimitrevitch of
the Servian Intelligence Corps ; and that before the
details were finally settled an agent of the Black Hand was
sent on a visit to various European capitals to warn the
Lodges of the Grand Orient of the deed contemplated at
Serajevo.

Certain it is that when the three boys finally left
Belgrade for Serajevo they felt themselves to be not
murderers but members of a high political mission whose
failure would have brought them deep shame. " I threw
the bomb for fear of Tankositch," said Cabrinovitch at
his trial, *4 there was no knowing that he might not come
to Serajevo himself." It seems equally certain, however,
that the Servian Government was not directly concerned
in the conspiracy, however lax it may have been in
tolerating a dangerous agitation. M. Pasitch,who was then
Prime Minister, would not have approved of a murder
which involved Servia in grave troubles at a time when
her King had just abdicated, when her Army was dis-
organised, and when her people were in the midst of an
electoral contest

Wherever the chief blame lies (whether on the whole
youth of Bosnia, or on individuals who used the ardent
idealism of youth to instigate a crime that they dared
not themselves commit) Major Tankositch was not
innocent, for he procured bombs and revolvers for his
recruits1 and gave them an intensive course of training

1 These weapons bore the marks of the Servian State Arsenal, but they
may not have come directly firom there, for arms of all kinds were readily
obtainable in Belgrade.
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